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A major water quality issue

* Keep waters of different quality seperated
* Create different zones on a large scale
* Let the water quality be leading

* And it is about patience? Or quick actions?

Example: salt or fresh?
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Foreword by Professor Chen Kelin
Professor of Northeast Institute of Geography and Agricu tural Esology
(S AS), and Director of Wetlands International, China

A close relationship has always existed between people and birds. The
beauty of these feathered creatures inspires us, their sheer variety and
abundance dazzle us, thelr ability to navigate long distances across
continents and oceans, arriving and departing in tune with the seasons,
sparks our imagination and enriches our appreciation of the natural world
The migratory routes of these birds cover wetlands in many countries,
transcending national borders, from the arctic to the southern hemisphere.

The Yellow Sea, surrounded by China, the Democratic Peoples'
Hepublic of Korea and the Republic of Korea, is ane of the most important
coastal wetland ecosystems in the world. s vast tidal mud flats are an
essential staging site for shorebird migration between the southem and
northern hemispheres. During nomiward migration it supports rmore
than 30% of the estimated East Asian — Australasian Flyway population of
26 shorebird species and carries amost the entire flyway population for
16 species.

To assess shorebirds numbers, and to accurately understand the
utlization of the Yellow Sea during migration, WWetlands Intemational in
Australia and China, together with local Chinese govern ment agencies and
natureresarves aroundthe Yelow Sea coastling, haveworkad collzborativaly
Torthe past 12 years. Wer kshops, training couraes, field sunieys and banding
of shorebirds have been organized and information for the public on
wiaterbirds and wetlands has been disseminated.

Approximztely 600 millon people from Ghina, South Korea and North
Korea. live on the shores of the Yellow Sea and the tidal flats are of majer
Importance for sheiffish hansesting. Cmten people and shorebirds can be seen
wiorking side by side. However, rapid population and econormic growth have
It 10 Sefiols degradation and loss of wetland areas and impacted on the
tegicnal environment in ways which may jeopardise s continued use by
shorebirds. Adoptien of wise use principles 1or thetidal flats of the Yellow Sea
is vital 10 ensure that this won derful region continues to be sustainable for
both shorebircs and people | hopathis publcation, with its tantastic photos
of shorabirds, Wil encourage keaders to givs attention 1o the Importance of
ecologically sustanable development of this highly significant region.
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| always tought Asian people are patient people....

Is it true that nature is not fast enough for nowadays Korean people

For nature development you need to be patient....

But the birds can not wait!




